GLOBAL PLAZA 3: THEMATIC CONTRIBUTIONS

1- INFRASTRUCTURES IN TIME OF CRISIS

· What if power were to disappear? What if there would be no more electricity, nowhere, forever?

· What if there were major accidents such as an earthquake or inter-ethnic conflicts that could destroy a country’s infrastructure (e.g., large universities, banks, businesses, etc.)? What would happen to computer networks, computers facilities, information technology and software?
2- LANGUAGE

· What if Orwell's “novlang” were to become the pidgin-English of the Internet?

· What if bilingualism would be a minimum entry requirement for LIS degree programs?

· What if 10% of the IT industries advertising budget would be invested in developing

effective automatic translation software?

·  What if Mandarin were to become the most widely used language on the Internet and everyone were to learn Mandarin?

· What if the choices were between learning English or abandoning the web?

· What if other cultures were to put their own face and linguistic stamp on the Internet? What would motivate mainly English-speaking countries to put up websites in Hungarian, Urdu, Swahili, or whatever?

3- POWER AND CONTROL

· What if the “cult of information” were to materialize into the establishing of a “Ministry of Truth?”(a la Orwell, 1984)

· What if information professionals could control the world?

· I currently run a blog using typepad, but typepad is still being censored in China. What if we designed blogging services that are not censored in China and elsewhere (or for that matter, ways to work around the typepad blog)?

· What if the increasing Anglicization of the web had made of it a power instrument of de-culturization?

4- HUMANS VS. MACHINE

· What if “THE' network were to take over and we became the neurons of a cybernetic monster, as suggested by Pierre Levy (See also the excellent book by Céline Lafontaine: "L'empire cybernétique: des machines à penser à la pensée machine")

· What if the webs that humans keep weaving around them -financial, technical, etc.- ended up strangulating them after they have morphed into gigantic and powerless spiders, as Kafka suggested?

5- QUALITY OF RELATIONSHIPS

· What if humans were to favor relationships with the Other rather than with everybody?

· What if humans were to favor social well-being to technological progress?

6- COSTS/ACCESS/SUSTAINABILITY

· What if people in "developing" countries, who can only access e-lists through expensive cyber cafes, could do it as cheaply as their colleagues in the "developed world"? 


· What if international development agencies could "cut out the middle-man" (consultants who go and make contact with various groups) and get to contact the groups more directly through local representative pen-pals? 


· What if Internet traffic rights between 2 countries would be equally shared between

them (sum of the traffic to and from the 2 countries divided by 2)?

7- INCLUSION & DIGITAL DIVIDE

· What if people in university departments (or other organisations with relevant interests) helped people "on the other side of the digital divide" to become "e-mail pen-pals" with them, in order to address issues of shared interest? 

· What if people in "developed countries" could cover the costs of their pen-pals' emails - what kind of pen-pals would they like to have? 


· What if it was really easy to make emails affordable for our friends, families, or colleagues in "developing countries"?

· What if all uneducated/rural/marginalised persons could regularly get updated information relevant to their lives, and they knew how to use them? And what if educated literate and highly educated people could somehow not have available to them any such updated or practical information at all?

· What if every country (developed , less developed , developing ) could get the same technological facilities? 


8- INFORMATION LITERACY

· What if humans were to favor knowledge over information?

· What if literacy really were still based on the competency to read and understand IDEAS in writing rather than displaying "information literacy" (whatever that is) via intermediary technologies? [Background: I'm becoming rather obsessed with the thought that "literacy," as we knew it during the pre-technological era, was a certain thing that it no longer is. What is Frontier College today? What is Laubach? (for example). I am assuming that today's cache of "literacy" is all about "information literacy" under the regime of ICT.]


· What if every people throughout the world becomes information literate? 


9- INFORMATION EDUCATION & TRAINING

· What if ethics would be part of compulsory courses in LIS programs?

· What if bilingualism would be a minimum entry requirement for LIS degree programs?

· What if community informatics would be subject of regular degree programs?

· What if library and information science institutions throughout the world follow the same standard and curriculum? 


10- ALTERNATIVE PUBLISHING MODELS & OPEN SOURCE

· What if publishers (including commercial and society) and professional associations work towards uniform model for subscription rates from country to country provided equal access rights? (viz. for developed countries, developing countries, under developed countries etc.)

· What if all the institutions in the world develop interoperable institutional repositories ensuring that their research becomes mainstream and contributes on an equal footing to the global knowledge pool and all the journals are made open archive and through information and communication technology knowledge is communicated to everyone?

· What if information resources created with public funds would be part of the public

sphere?

· What if proceeds of IP rights would be fairly shared between authors and publishers?

· What if electronic records were to become unusable after 20 years?
· What if ISBN & ISSN could be done online and a centralized agency controlled this (in cooperation with other countries still providing ISBN & ISSN)?

· What if every publication published online in various subject could be freely accessible for developing countries professionals? 
· What if for measuring and auditing scientific productivity of a country, a comprehensive dataset and database of publications is created by a national body in every country and a fine-tuned metrics is developed taking not only research input and research output measures but also other socio-economic-cultural indicators?

11- SCHOLARLY RESEARCH & SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

· What if journal manuscripts or conference submissions were to be evaluated for their actual contribution to the advancement of their field rather than formal "correctness" and piecemeal addition to existing body of evidence?

· What if there were a 5-year moratorium on "scientific" conferences, and the time be used for a critical assessment of the respective fields and their contribution to humankind happiness and enlightenment?
· What if formal presentation of papers would be banned in LIS conferences so that all

sessions consisted only of discussion and debates?

· What if a World Repository Center was established to collect the publication published throughout the world and maintain a database from which people around the world could get information regarding the publication of his own country as well as of other countries? 


· What if every publication published online in various subject could be freely accessible for developing countries professionals? 

· What if we were to think about ICT solutions to the conference attendance problem by scholars from developing nations, who not only have trouble getting into some western countries (being Colombian, I need a visa to enter most countries), but more important: professionals and academics here do not have the income level to pay for their logistics? In the end, somehow, whether consciously or not, we are promoting the digital divide barrier as third world people have high economical, political and even linguistic barriers to reach the conferences.


· What if virtual conferences were to be made viable options for people from developing parts of the world? How much would it cost to do them, who would be actively involved in doing the work that made them happen, and how many people in the end would take advantage of their being online to access them? What would the cost per virtual attendee and how would that cost covered?

· What if the treatment given by US customs and immigration agents to all non-US citizens were such, that people started boycotting attending conferences or just visiting the US at all?

