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MeMe

Librarian/researcher at APL in the Science and Librarian/researcher at APL in the Science and 
Technology section of the RE Gibson Library & Technology section of the RE Gibson Library & 
Information CenterInformation Center
Science and Navy backgroundScience and Navy background
BloggerBlogger
Fast follower in new technologiesFast follower in new technologies
Personal research interests include information Personal research interests include information 
seeking by scientists and engineers and personal seeking by scientists and engineers and personal 
information management.information management.



AgendaAgenda

Introduction to blogs, blogging, and feedsIntroduction to blogs, blogging, and feeds
Use of blogs and feedsUse of blogs and feeds

LibrariesLibraries
Other organizationsOther organizations

We WILL run out of time.  There is more here We WILL run out of time.  There is more here 
than can be covered.  Stop me with than can be covered.  Stop me with 

questions!questions!



What is a Blog?What is a Blog?

Reverse chronological listing of discrete posts each Reverse chronological listing of discrete posts each 
having a permanent link.having a permanent link.
They use the technology of the webThey use the technology of the web

XMLXML
HTMLHTML
CSSCSS
Back end is ASP .net, Back end is ASP .net, PerlPerl, etc., etc.
Run on a web server, can be database drivenRun on a web server, can be database driven

Format, usage, methods of interconnection Format, usage, methods of interconnection 
differentiate them from other web mediadifferentiate them from other web media



Anatomy of a BlogAnatomy of a Blog
Title and Title and 
descriptiondescription

About the blog, profiles About the blog, profiles 
of the contributorsof the contributors

BlogrollBlogroll

Content (posts)Content (posts)

Sort by categorySort by category

Archives by dateArchives by date

Source:  http://Source:  http://stlq.infostlq.info

http://stlq.info


Anatomy of a PostAnatomy of a Post
Title (may be Title (may be 
hyperlinked)Date/time Date/time 

stamp
hyperlinked)

stamp # of comments # of comments ––
((click on click on permalinkpermalink
to see them)to see them)

# of # of trackbackstrackbacks
((click on click on permalinkpermalink
to see them)to see them)

PermalinkPermalink

Categories Categories 
(click to find (click to find 

all in that all in that 
category)category)

Click to open Click to open 
the form to the form to 
leave leave 
comments

CitationCitation

comments

Source:  http://stlq.info/archives/001707.html#001707Source:  http://stlq.info/archives/001707.html#001707

http://stlq.info/archives/001707.html#001707
http://stlq.info/archives/001707.html#001707


Different Types of BlogsDifferent Types of Blogs

SettingSetting
Personal, public or Personal, public or 
privateprivate
Corporate/enterprise/ Corporate/enterprise/ 
organization, internalorganization, internal
Corporate/enterprise/ Corporate/enterprise/ 
organization, externalorganization, external

CorporateCorporate

ExternalExternal InternalInternal

SalesSales

RelationshipRelationship

BrandingBranding

KnowledgeKnowledge

CollaborationCollaboration

CultureCulture

From:  From:  FrederikFrederik WackaWacka, , Corporate Corporate 
Blogging BlogBlogging Blog, August 10, 2004, , August 10, 2004, 
http://www.corporateblogging.info/2004/0
8/six-types-of-business-blogs.asp.  

ContributorsContributors
Automatically compiled from multiple sourcesAutomatically compiled from multiple sources
Collaborative blogsCollaborative blogs
Individual blogsIndividual blogs

http://www.corporateblogging.info/2004/08/six-types-of-business-blogs.asp
http://www.corporateblogging.info/2004/08/six-types-of-business-blogs.asp
http://www.corporateblogging.info/2004/08/six-types-of-business-blogs.asp
http://www.corporateblogging.info/2004/08/six-types-of-business-blogs.asp


What Are Feeds?What Are Feeds?

Generally, Generally, 
automatically automatically 
generated XML files generated XML files 
that provide titles, that provide titles, 
summaries, and links summaries, and links 
to full contentto full content
Several competing Several competing 
standardsstandards

Consumed by subscription in an aggregator or Consumed by subscription in an aggregator or 
by incorporation in a portal or webpageby incorporation in a portal or webpage



AggregatorsAggregators
Web BasedWeb Based

On the IntranetOn the Intranet

On Your DesktopOn Your Desktop



Where do feeds come from?Where do feeds come from?

Most blogging software automatically creates at Most blogging software automatically creates at 
least one type of feed least one type of feed 
Third party scrapers create feeds from web sitesThird party scrapers create feeds from web sites
Newspapers, journals, databases create feedsNewspapers, journals, databases create feeds
Program your ownProgram your own

RSS 1.0 specs RSS 1.0 specs http://web.resource.org/rss/1.0/http://web.resource.org/rss/1.0/
ATOM support ATOM support 
http://http://www.atomenabled.orgwww.atomenabled.org/developers//developers/

http://web.resource.org/rss/1.0/
http://www.atomenabled.org/developers/


Uses of Blogs in LibrariesUses of Blogs in Libraries

SDI, TOC alertsSDI, TOC alerts
To promulgate results of environmental scanningTo promulgate results of environmental scanning
Library news (new books, new hours, database Library news (new books, new hours, database 
updates)updates)
Internal communicationsInternal communications

Popular assignmentsPopular assignments
Tricks of the tradeTricks of the trade
Project management Project management 
Shift logs (broken equipment, visitors, open tickets)Shift logs (broken equipment, visitors, open tickets)



Important Things to Know to Get Important Things to Know to Get 
Started at your Place of WorkStarted at your Place of Work

The software/platform is the easy partThe software/platform is the easy part
When in doubt, use When in doubt, use BloggerBlogger or or TypepadTypepad
Customize templates with brand informationCustomize templates with brand information

Policies are a hard partPolicies are a hard part
Public or intranet?Public or intranet?
►► IP considerations (may need access control)IP considerations (may need access control)
►►Levels of access/privacy, use of informationLevels of access/privacy, use of information

Will anyone be allowed to post, comment, Will anyone be allowed to post, comment, trackbacktrackback??
Time allowedTime allowed
Culture that supports knowledge sharing?Culture that supports knowledge sharing?



The Other Hard Part:The Other Hard Part:
BuyBuy--inin

Management has to ok time and resources Management has to ok time and resources 
spentspent
IT may have to support serverIT may have to support server
Individual bloggers have to commitIndividual bloggers have to commit



More things to think about: More things to think about: 
Access and PreservationAccess and Preservation

ReRe--finding postsfinding posts
An enterprise search may take care of thisAn enterprise search may take care of this
Changing the post template to add metaChanging the post template to add meta--data may helpdata may help
Start a portal site with a “Start a portal site with a “blogrollblogroll” of company bloggers” of company bloggers

CategorizationCategorization
NOT assigned from above or default, assigned on the flyNOT assigned from above or default, assigned on the fly
Crosswalks to existing taxonomies may be helpfulCrosswalks to existing taxonomies may be helpful

ArchivesArchives
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Contact InformationContact Information

Christina K. Pikas, MLS Christina K. Pikas, MLS 
R.E. Gibson Library & Information CenterR.E. Gibson Library & Information Center

The Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory The Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory 

VoiceVoice 443.778.4812 (Baltimore) 443.778.4812 (Baltimore) 
240.228.4812 (Washington)240.228.4812 (Washington)

EE--mailmail Christina.Pikas@jhuapl.eduChristina.Pikas@jhuapl.edu
BlogsBlogs http://christinaslibraryrant.blogspot.comhttp://christinaslibraryrant.blogspot.com

http://http://cpikas.blogspot.comcpikas.blogspot.com
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