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InsideASIS&T
Each year at the ASIS&T Annual Meeting,
the Society honors the winners of the
prestigious ASIS&T Annual Awards. This
year’s winners are featured in this section.

Award of Merit
Carol Tenopir, recipient of the 2009

ASIS&T Award of Merit, has had a
remarkable career as a researcher, teacher
and contributor to the information science

profession for almost
three decades. A major
study of information
science scholarship
recently found Carol
Tenopir to be the most
frequently cited
researcher in the field
and ranked her first in
terms of scholarly
productivity.

Carol’s research
emphasizes a strong user
focus while covering the

evolution and development of databases,
online systems and searching and, more
recently, scholarly communications on a
broad scale. Her bridging of the research
and practice communities is outstanding.

An STM publisher supporting her
nomination noted, “Her studies have been
unique in bringing an evidence-based
rigor to an area that has long been fraught
with misinformation and controversy. Her
exhaustive studies and their publication
have been an inspiration to all those who

Watson Davis Award
In recognition of her

two decades of continued
service to the
membership of ASIS&T,
Edie Rasmussen is
honored as the 2009
recipient of the Watson
Davis Award.

Her activities have
touched on nearly every
aspect of the
organization. She has
served on five standing

committees and five award juries; chaired
the 2002 Annual Meeting, and served on a
number of other Annual Meeting planning
committees; served as Student Chapter
Advisor at two schools and Chapter
Assembly Representative for Student
Chapters; chaired the Pittsburgh Chapter,
where she is credited with reinvigorating
that group; provided extensive support
and activity within a number of special
interest groups, most notably SIG/CR; and
held the highest level of leadership as
ASIS&T 2007 president.

Her efforts on behalf of the profession
and the Society go beyond the official roles
and leadership positions. One nominator
wrote, “Dr. Rasmussen has had a
significant but indirect effect on ASIS&T
through her mentorship of doctoral
students who have become ASIS&T
members and contributors.”

One letter of support noted, “One of

seek better to understand
how scholarly journals
have been used and the
role they perform for
academics. Her studies
on the behavioral
patterns of academics in
their approach to the
electronic literature have
lain to rest many
misperceptions.”

She is an international
presence for information
science, with over a third
of her presentations delivered overseas in
more than 18 countries. In addition, she is
a popular consultant for national and
international firms. Tenopir has authored
five books and more than 200 journal
articles.

She has been most successful in
involving a large number of faculty and
students in major research projects, giving
them an opportunity to develop research
skills and knowledge that immediately
contribute to their personal and
professional growth. Carol Tenopir has
received national awards for teaching
excellence from ASIS&T, as well as from
the Association for Library and Information
Science Education.

For all these reasons and more, Dr.
Carol Tenopir, University of Tennessee, is
presented with the 2009 ASIS&T Award
of Merit.
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2009 Annual Meeting Coverage
2009 ASIS&T Award Winners

Carol Tenopir receives Award of Merit
from Donald Case.

Michael Leach presents the Watson
Davis Award to Edie Rasmussen.
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InsideASIS&T Edie’s traits that has impressed me the
most over the years is her quiet way of
just getting the job done and done at an
excellent level.” Another letter stated,
“She is a role model for all of us and a
wonderful human being…There is no one
I know who is more deserving of this
Award.” A member of the Award Jury
summed it up: Edie is a “member who has
made the well-being of the Society as an
organization, and of its individual members,
a priority in her professional life…Edie is
exactly the type of member this award is
meant to recognize.” With much gratitude
and appreciation, ASIS&T is proud to
recognize Edie Rasmussen as the 2009
recipient of the Watson Davis Award.

Thomson Reuters Outstanding
Information Science Teacher Award

The 2009 Outstanding Information
Science Teacher Award is presented to

Diane Kelly, University
of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. Dr. Kelly’s
courses are integral for
preparing future
information professionals
to apply critical thinking
and analytical skills to
challenges in practice.
Her research in the area
of user behavior not only
informs colleagues in the
field, but also instructs her
students who participate
in her research projects.

She also provides students with practical
projects that expose them to real world

“future present” we must all face. This
broad outlook will serve students and
scholars in information science well as
they seek to better understand copyright
and its numerous implications for
information, systems and the Internet.

John Wiley & Sons Best JASIST Paper
Award

The 2009 John Wiley & Sons Best
JASIST Paper Award goes to Ofer

Bergman, Ruth Beyth-
Marom and
Rafi Nachmias for their
article, “The User-
Subjective Approach to
Personal Information
Management Systems
Design: Evidence and
Implementations,”
Journal of the American
Society for Information
Science and Technology,
59, 2, pp.235-246.

This paper evaluates
and provides example designs to support
a user-subjective approach to personal
information management through an
empirical study. The user-subjective
approach is concerned with the capacity
of individual users of their own personal
information systems to organize or label
material by subjective attributes, such as
project, importance and context.
Participants in the survey tended to use
subjective attributes when the system
design encouraged them to act in this way.

situations they are likely to
encounter in their professional
careers. Dr. Kelly’s student-centered
approach is appreciated by her students, and
her excellence in teaching is recognized by
her colleagues. Her teaching performance
and her professional activities combine to
confirm her merit for this award.

Best Information Science Book Award
The Public Domain: Enclosing the

Commons of the Mind, by James Boyle
and published by Yale University Press, is
a well-written
exploration of the
mix and balance between
intellectual property on
the one hand and the
public domain on the
other. The book provides
an excellent overview of
where the debate has
been and where it will
go. Boyle has written an
impressive book; it is
extremely well-grounded
in history and specific
about how political philosophy, public
policy and society more generally
influence cultural expression. The book
gives an excellent analysis of the complex
history underlying issues ranging from
Jefferson’s philosophy of innovation,
remixing and synthetic biology to Internet
file sharing, and as such it will be of
interest to many disciplines. Boyle’s
eloquent narrative is impressive for telling
a tale that begins well before the Internet
age and points to the challenges for the

C O N T E N T S T O P O F A R T I C L E N E X T PA G E > N E X T A R T I C L E >< P R E V I O U S PA G E

2009 Annual Meeting Coverage

Judit Bar-Ilan accepts Best JASIST
Paper honors for the authors.

Diane Kelly accepts Thomson Reuters
Outstanding Information Science Teacher
honors from Donald Case.
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InsideASIS&T Chapter of ASIS&T for the PVC blog.
The blog connects the other online
communication tools of the chapter, such
as the chapter website, Facebook page,
LinkedIn group and GoogleCalendar. The
judges were particularly impressed with
the offerings of slidecases and podcasts
on the blog, allowing participation to
continue after events have occurred.
Judges also commented on the
professionalism exhibited in the structure
and presentation of the blog.

SIG AWARDS
SIG-of-the-Year

The 2009 SIG-of-the-Year is
SIG/International Information Issues
(SIG/III). One of the jury members
summed up the appeal of SIG/III very

well: “SIG/III has a well-
established pattern of
service to the
international community
as well as to the Society.
Their membership makes
up in enthusiasm what it
may lack in size, and
they have a large and
very task-oriented
executive committee.
They communicate
effectively with their
membership through a
bi-monthly newsletter,

alternating with one to the executive
committee. They bring new members into
the association through their InfoShare
program, and their paper competition is
an excellent mechanism for bringing

As ASIS&T moves forward to integrate
the important perspective of our
international members, SIG/ED, through
Ingrid’s efforts, is playing an important
role in realizing that goal. Her nominator
concluded, “Ingrid’s the best!” and the
jury agreed. Congratulations to Ingrid
Hsieh-Yee, the 2009 SIG Member-of-
the-Year.

SIG Publication-of-the-Year
The 2009 SIG Publication-of-the-Year

is awarded to “Visual Representation,
Search and Retrieval: Ways of Seeing,”
the June/July 2009 special issue of the
Bulletin of the American Society for
Information Science and Technology. A
jury member commented, “This special
issue of the ASIS&T Bulletin, compiled
by SIG/VIS, is a varied, high-quality
synopsis of major issues in the field of
visualization. The number of authors
enlisted to contribute pieces for this issue
obviously required a great deal of effort
on the part of the SIG leaders, and the
resulting product is valuable for SIG
members, members of the society and
practicing professionals.” Another juror
wrote, “This is incredibly useful as a
primer. Now there is a document to which
everyone can refer when discussing these
issues.” All jury members were impressed
with the variety of topics and general
quality of the papers. Congratulations to
SIG/VIS, and in particular to Diane Neal,
guest editor, for publishing the 2009 SIG
Publication-of-the-Year. �

scholars to the conference who
would otherwise be unable to
attend. Their international reception is
one of the highlights of the Annual
Meeting, and they make good use of the
event as a venue for fundraising for their
many awards. As a SIG, they have very
high visibility and as a consequence they
make all members, not just their own SIG,
aware of ASIS&T’s potential role in
international scholarship.” Unlike many
other SIGs, SIG/III recognizes that the
work of this society is not solely
accomplished at this Annual Meeting, but
consists of small activities throughout
time and space and across national,
cultural and linguistic boundaries.
Congratulations to SIG/III, and
particularly to Aaron Bowen, chair, and
all the other officers of SIG/III for being
this year’s ASIS&T SIG-of-the-Year.

SIG Member-of-the-Year
The 2009 SIG Member-of-the-Year is

Ingrid Hsieh-Yee, chair of SIG/ED.
Central to Ingrid’s success as a SIG leader
is her open and constant communication
with members via Wiki, listserv and most
recently, through a survey. She successfully
shepherded nine of 12 proposals to
acceptance for the 2009 Annual Meeting.
Two of these were organized by Ingrid,
and she will be presenting in a third.
Another mark of Ingrid’s leadership is
collaboration among the SIGs. Of
particular value to SIG/ED has been
Ingrid’s focus on diversity through her
outreach to the international, biomedical
and archives and museum communities.

C O N T E N T S T O P O F A R T I C L E N E X T PA G E > N E X T A R T I C L E >< P R E V I O U S PA G E

2009 Annual Meeting Coverage

KT Vaughan, SIG Cabinet Director, presents
SIG-of-the-Year honors to Aaron Bowen, chair
of SIG/III.
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InsideASIS&T
Following on the heels of the successful

series of annual Information Architecture
(IA) Summits, ASIS&T announces the
formation of the Research Data Access
and Preservation Summit in cooperation
with the Coalition for Networked
Information (CNI). The first in this summit
series will be held April 9-10 at the Hyatt
Regency in Phoenix, Arizona.

The summit is chaired by Reagan
Moore with the assistance of an advisory
board comprising the following people:

Hazel Hall has been named IWR
Information Professional of the Year for
her outstanding contributions to the
information profession during the last 12
months. Dr. Hall is director of the center
for social informatics at Edinburgh Napier
University and executive secretary of the
Library and Information Science Research
Coalition. She is an internationally
recognized information professional, best
known for her research and teaching of
information and knowledge management.
She also holds a reputation for her active
involvement with information and
knowledge management practitioners
through work with professional bodies, as
well as time spent in industry. The award

is organized by IWR magazine and
Online Information Conference organizers,
Incisive Media, and sponsored by the
American Psychological Association.

Ingrid Hsieh-Yee, professor at the
Catholic University of America (CUA),
has been appointed acting dean of the
School of Library and Information Science.
Hsieh-Yee joined the CUA faculty in 1990
following a teaching stint at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison. Her research and
teaching interests include organization of
information, metadata, digital collections
and information architecture. She was
named 2009 ASIS&T SIG Member-of-
the-Year at the recent ASIS&T Annual
Meeting in Vancouver. �

William Anderson, Christine Borgman,
Hsinchun Chen, Sayeed Choudhury,
Michael Lesk, Gary Marchionini,
William Michener, Art Pasquinelli,
Sudha Ram and Stu Weibel.

This summit will bring together leaders
in data centers, laboratories and libraries in
different organizational and disciplinary
settings to share ideas and techniques for
managing, preserving and sharing large-
scale research data repositories with an
eye toward achieving infrastructure-

C O N T E N T S N E X T PA G E > N E X T A R T I C L E >< P R E V I O U S PA G E

News about ASIS&T Members

ASIS&T Initiates New Summit Series
independent access and stewardship. The
summit will engage three kinds of leaders:
those from projects with experience in
integrating high-performance technologies;
those from large scale collaboratories in
science, social science and the humanities;
and those from institutions coping with
the challenges of integrating different
technologies and data collections.

Program data and speaker information
is available at the ASIS&T website
(www.asis.org) and is updated regularly. �

www.asis.org
http://icisc.neasist.org
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