
J oin us throughout this issue of the Bulletin of the American Society for Information Science and Technology for a
look at some of the work and fun that members and guests enjoyed at the 2008 ASIS&T Annual Meeting in Columbus,
Ohio. In addition to a photo montage from the meeting, look for full coverage of the presentation of the ASIS&T

Annual Awards as well as reports from the plenary sessions and other substantive activities at the meeting.
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A N N U A L M E E T I N G C O V E R A G E A Look at ASIS&T 2008
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Outgoing president
Nancy Roderer
presents Award of
Merit to Cliff Lynch.
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InsideASIS&T

E ach year at the ASIS&T Annual
Meeting, the Society honors the
winners of the prestigious

ASIS&T Annual Awards. This year’s
winners are featured in this section.

AWARD OF MERIT

Clifford A. Lynch, recipient of the
2008 ASIS&T Award of Merit, thinks
quietly and deeply about the big issues
of information science and then explains
them lucidly and eloquently to his
professional colleagues and to the
practitioners who benefit from IS
developments.

There are few, if any, others who
have done so much to make the more
arcane aspects of so many different areas
of information science comprehensible
and approachable to a wide audience.
Through interviews, editorials, conference
presentations, books and articles in peer-
reviewed journals and popular magazines
(Ariadne, EDUCAUSE Review, First
Monday and Scientific American), Cliff
has demystified search engines, digital
libraries, electronic publishing, open
access, preservation and curation, rights
management and metadata. Cliff has a
knack for gauging the technical level of
his audience without being patronizing,
whether the audience is an individual in

Cliff continues to make time for a weekly
seminar on advanced information access
topics at the UC Berkeley School of
Information. The seminar has been a
salon for Berkeley alumni, Bay Area
colleagues and visitors over the years.
He has jointly chaired this “Friday
Afternoon Seminar” for the past 35
consecutive semesters.

His casual, unassuming, quietly con-
fident personality, executive competency,
good nature and exceptionally broad
and up-to-date knowledge of both policy
and technical challenges in libraries and
higher education make it a true pleasure
to present Clifford A. Lynch with the
2008 ASIS&T Award of Merit.

conversation, a packed meeting room or
the readership of a publication.

Cliff’s influence and reputation extend
to the National Academies of Sciences,
and his service includes both the high-
profile (e.g., U.S. Office of Technology
Assessment) and the unsung (countless
visiting review boards, advisory boards
and program committees). What matters
to Cliff is not whether there is prestige
attached to a task, but whether there is a
benefit to the organizations and the
communities reached.

Not only is Cliff Lynch a prodigious
analyst and writer, he is also an accessible
colleague, teacher and mentor. Despite
his almost continuous travel schedule,

C O N T E N T S T O P O F A R T I C L E N E X T PA G E > N E X T A R T I C L E >< P R E V I O U S PA G E

2008 ASIS&T Award Winners
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InsideASIS&T � the subtleness of its theoretical review;
� the superb writing in all its constituent

parts – theoretical framework,
method, results and conclusions;

� the clarity of thought and wisdom in
choosing illustrative quotations;

� the ways in which it shows how the
project being reported advanced and
amplified earlier work;

� the use of well-chosen interviews;
and

� the insightful application of theory to
actual events.

JAMES M. CRETSOS LEADERSHIP AWARD

The James M. Cretsos Leadership
Award is presented each year to new
ASIS&T members who have
demonstrated outstanding leadership
qualities in ASIS&T activities. The
2008 Cretsos Leadership Award goes to
Elise Lewis, University of North Texas,
and Phillip M. Edwards, University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Elise Lewis has been a member of
ASIS&T since 2001. Early in her
membership, she was instrumental in
the formation of the North Texas Student
Chapter, contributing her excellent
planning and communication skills.
Elise has served on the Membership
Committee for the past several years,
enlivening the New Member Brunch at
the Annual Meeting and chairing the
Watson Davis Award jury. She has also
presented on her research at a number

and in JASIST, and he was selected to
serve as the student representative to the
Bulletin Advisory Board. Phil has
shown substantial interest in leadership
development within ASIS&T and serves
as a wonderful example of a leader
within our Society.

For these reasons and more, Elise
Lewis and Phillip M. Edwards are
awarded the 2008 James M. Cretsos
Leadership Award.

PRATT-SEVERN BEST STUDENT RESEARCH
PAPER AWARD

Evaluated by the same rigorous
standards as papers submitted for the
Journal of the American Society for
Information Science and Technology,
the best student research paper is judged
on technical competence, significance

of Annual Meetings. Elise brings
creativity, intelligence and humor to all
of her ASIS&T endeavors and has
shown a natural sense of leadership in
her work for the Society.

Phil Edwards has contributed in a
number of areas since joining ASIS&T
in 2002. He was active in both the
University of Washington and the
University of Michigan student chapters,
was a member of the 2006 DASER/
Trisociety Symposium program
committee and has served in a number
of roles within SIG/STI. He also served
as a reviewer for both the 2007 and
2008 Annual Meetings and currently is a
member of the Constitution and Bylaws
Committee. Phil has presented at a
number of ASIS&T Annual Meetings and
has been published in both the Bulletin

C O N T E N T S T O P O F A R T I C L E N E X T PA G E > N E X T A R T I C L E >< P R E V I O U S PA G E

Kris Liberman,
chair of the Cretsos
Leadership Award
jury, is flanked by
winners Phillip
Edwards, on the left,
and Elise Lewis,
on the right.



Ann Irvine, left, accepts award from jury chair
June Abbas.
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InsideASIS&T

of findings, originality and clarity of
expression. The 2008 award, recognizing
the outstanding work of a current student
in a degree-granting program in the
information field, goes to Ann Irvine,
University of North Carolina, for
“Natural Language Processing and
Temporal Information Extraction in
Emergency Department Triage Notes.”

THOMSON ISI CITATION ANALYSIS RESEARCH
GRANT

The 2008 Citation Analysis Research
Grant is presented to Isola Ajiferuke
and Dietmar Wolfram, University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, for Citer Analysis
as a Measure of Research Impact. The

THOMSON ISI/ASIS&T DOCTORAL
DISSERTATION PROPOSAL SCHOLARSHIP

Christina M. Finneran, Syracuse
University, is the winner of the 2008
Doctoral Dissertation Proposal
Scholarship for Factors that Influence
Users to Keep and/or Leave Information
Items: A Case Study of College Students’
Personal Information Management
Behavior. Christina’s dissertation topic
is timely, and she proves her qualification
for this award through the depth of the
theoretical thinking that she brings to
her research. The research area of
personal information management is
evolving very quickly as a critical, new
line of research inquiry, especially with
respect to knowledge management and
the broader field of information science.

investigators propose to study author
research impact using the number of citers
an author’s research is able to attract, as
opposed to the more traditional measure
of citations. They posit that a focus on
citers may provide a more objective
measure of an author’s reach or influence
in a field, whereas citations, although
possibly numerous, may not reflect this
reach, particularly if many citations are
received from a small number of citers.
Among many positive comments, the
jurors said the proposal is well-
documented; the project is worthwhile and
will build on existing work; and the study
has the potential to break new ground
by further refining our understanding of
citation as an activity of authors, rather
than as a link between documents.

C O N T E N T S T O P O F A R T I C L E N E X T PA G E > N E X T A R T I C L E >< P R E V I O U S PA G E

Isola Ajiferuke, left,
and Dietmar
Wolfram, right,
accept award from
Kate McCain, jury
chair.
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InsideASIS&T

It is our assertion that her findings could
provide researchers with a deeper
understanding of the motivations and
practices of information users. She may
also provide information system
developers with increased insight and
understanding for supporting knowledge
and information workers. Christina’s
methodology is well designed and
thorough, and it demonstrates deep
academic insight. Her proposed schedule
and budget demonstrate a passion for
rigor and self-discipline, which bode
well for finishing her investigation.

PROQUEST/ASIS&T DOCTORAL DISSERTATION
AWARD

The 2008 ProQuest/ASIS&T
Doctoral Dissertation Award is presented
to Eric Meyer for his investigation of

observations of 41 scientists working at
13 labs as case studies, and he analyzed
the relevant supporting documents and
data collected in both quantitative and
qualitative analysis. Dr. Meyers presents
the research question – what is the
relationship between information
technologies and social change? – with
a social informatics focus. The author
points out that “there has been little
comparative research that considers
both social and technical dimensions of
digital photography as an information
technology.” He then further describes
his research questions, purposes and the
significance of social informatics to the
information society and information
science.

CHAPTER AWARDS
CHAPTER-OF-THE-YEAR

The 2008 recipient of ASIS&T
Chapter-of-the-Year honors is the
Los Angeles Chapter of ASIS&T
(LACASIS), recognized for its
continuing strong programs and
membership activities. LACASIS is
cited for its strong membership
recruitment and retention program, in
which every potential, new and non-
renewed member is contacted personally.
The jury also noted several specific
programs, including two for which the
chapter collaborated with the local SLA
chapter; the chapter’s annual
Contributions to Information Science

Socio-Technical Perspectives on Digital
Photography: Scientific Digital
Photography Use by Marine Mammal
Researchers. This social informatics
research dissertation is well organized
and clearly presented. The data was
well collected and thorough analyzed.
The author studied the intersection
between technology and scientific
practice for marine mammal scientists
using digital photography to identify
individual animals, such as whales and
dolphins, in the wild. Dr. Meyers used
Kling’s socio-technical interaction
networks (STIN) strategy to analyze the
use of digital photography in this
research field and to discover the
consequences of this technology for the
practice of science. His research
methods included interviews and

C O N T E N T S T O P O F A R T I C L E N E X T PA G E > N E X T A R T I C L E >< P R E V I O U S PA G E

Left: Jury chair
Prudence
Dalrymple, left,
presents certificate
to Christina
Finneran.

Right: Eric Meyer
accepts his honor
from Prudence
Dalrymple.
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InsideASIS&T Award program; and the financially
rewarding Annual Program focusing
this year on “Tag, You’re It: A Dialog
between Social Tagging and Traditional
Cataloging.” In other areas, the chapter
offers a student scholarship; publishes
the award-winning wiki newsletter,
OASIS, four times a year; and has set up
a business wiki, a private web-based
collaboration space for board members
to conduct chapter business. Hearty
congratulations go to the Los Angeles
Chapter for another exemplary year of
hard work and tremendous success.

instrumental in seeing that North
Carolina and South Carolina were
granted an ASIS&T chapter charter in
2007. She utilized her years of extensive
experience with ASIS&T to take a
leadership role in the formation of the
local chapter. Once the chapter was
chartered, Rachael led the coordination
and promotion of the chapter’s
inaugural program entitled, Institutional
Repositories: The Great Debate. The
April event drew an enthusiastic and
diverse audience from the local library
and information science community.
Reviewers noted her unconditional
commitment and ability to juggle so many
efforts on behalf of the Carolinas Chapter.

Christine Quirion is a true leader
for the New England Chapter. This year
she has juggled duties as both program

STUDENT CHAPTER-OF-THE-YEAR

Student Chapter-of-the-Year honors
go to two worthy units in 2008:
University of Washington Information
School Student Chapter and the
European Student Chapter.

CHAPTER MEMBER OF THE YEAR

Three deserving people from three
different chapters receive honors in 2008
for Chapter Member-of-the-Year. In all
three cases, these members’ extraordinary
activities go beyond the work they do
for their chapters and benefit ASIS&T as
a whole. The cited members are Rachael
Green Clemens (Carolinas Chapter),
Christine Quirion (New England) and
Bo-Gay Salvador (Los Angeles).

Rachael Green Clemens, who not
insignificantly is still a student, was

C O N T E N T S T O P O F A R T I C L E N E X T PA G E > N E X T A R T I C L E >< P R E V I O U S PA G E

Sharon Shafer, LACASIS chair, left, accepts several
awards for her chapter from Beata Panagopoulos,
Chapter Assembly Director. Among the LACASIS
honors are Chapter-of-the-Year, Chapter Event,
Chapter Publication and Chapter Innovation.

Michel Menou, left,
and Efthimis
Efthimiadis, right,
accept honors for
the European and
University of
Washington
Student Chapters,
respectively,
from jury chair
Shawne Miksa.
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Karen Fisher accepts SIG Member-of-the-Year on
her own behalf and SIG-of-the-Year honors for
SIG/USE.
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InsideASIS&T

SIG MEMBER-OF-THE-YEAR

The 2008 SIG Member-of-the-Year
honoree, Karen Fisher, has been active
in many levels of SIG/USE. Now
serving as treasurer, Karen has
previously served as the SIG’s chair and
program organizer. She regularly
organizes successful Annual Meeting
panel sessions; in 2003 and 2007 she
co-organized the annual SIG/USE
Symposium. Karen co-edited the
proceedings from the 2003 symposium
into Theories of Information Behavior,

members, with contributions by
SIG/USE members for the SIG/USE
community. The many SIG/USE
authors and authors from various fields
of study reporting on diverse information
behavior research create value in this
volume. The book is based on recent
theoretical developments and research
findings in information science and the
cognate fields of cognitive science,
psychology, business, education and
computer science. Importantly, this
book brings together affective and
cognitive viewpoints covering both
young and adult users' information
behaviors in various contexts and from
interdisciplinary perspectives. The book
has received excellent reviews from
scholars in information science, human-
computer interaction and business,
among others. This book’s unique
contribution to LIS teaching, research
and practice qualifies it for the SIG
Publication-of-the-Year Award. �

a popular ASIS&T publication. Since
becoming treasurer of SIG/USE, Karen
also initiated an innovative member
recruiting project: SIG/USE red suitcase
tags for the 2007 Annual Meeting with
a printed motto: “How people
experience information – Our passion.”
Because of her involvement in the
leadership, program planning and
recruitment activities of SIG/USE,
Karen Fisher is named SIG Member-
of-the-Year.

SIG PUBLICATION-OF-THE-YEAR

Information and Emotion: The
Emergent Affective Paradigm in
Information Behavior Research and
Theory, launched at the 2007 ASIS&T
Annual Meeting as a title in the
ASIS&T Monograph Series, is the first
to bring together work on affective
behavior in library and information
science. Information and Emotion offers
a significant new text for SIG/USE

C O N T E N T S T O P O F A R T I C L E N E X T PA G E > N E X T A R T I C L E >< P R E V I O U S PA G E

The International Calendar of Information Science Conferences

(http://icisc.neasist.org/) is a nonprofit collaboration between the Special Interest

Group/International Information Issues (SIG/III) and the European (ASIST/EC) and

New England (NEASIST) chapters of the American Society for Information Science

and Technology, with the additional support of Haworth Press.

http://icisc.neasist.org
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