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his issue is largely devoted to coverage of the 2008
ASIS&T Annual Meeting, which was held in Columbus, Ohio, in
late October. The coverage takes various forms from photographs
and news about our award winners to reports on the plenary
speeches, contributions from award recipients and coverage of
pre-conference events. The conference was well attended,
particularly considering the current economic environment. Its
theme, ‘“People Transforming Information —Information
Transforming People,” encouraged an emphasis on the human
factors in our profession, an emphasis that is reflected in many
of our articles.

In addition to an expanded version of Inside ASIS&T, Steve
Hardin has been kind enough to cover both plenary sessions for
us. In the first address, Genevieve Bell discussed the Internet as
a cultural institution, while in the second Connie Yowell gave the
audience a preview of the findings of a MacArthur Foundation-
funded three-year ethnographic study on youth and digital media
that focused on high and middle school students. The study is
now available on the Foundation’s website at
www.macfound.org.

Observing the pre-conference action, Kalpana Shankar and
Howard Rosenbaum report on the 4th Social Informatics SIG
Research Symposium: People, Information and Technology:

The Social Analysis of Computing. They relate the papers
presented to three main areas of content: the workplace, the
interaction between information and government, and new
analytical frameworks, methodologies and theories in the field.

As part of its annual activities ASIS&T presents many
awards. We often carry acceptance speeches or other pieces
from the recipients. As the first of such contributions over the
coming issues we have a reflection about her ASIS&T
experience from Elise Lewis, co-winner of the James M.
Cretsos Leadership Award, which honors relatively new
members (less than seven years) who have demonstrated
outstanding leadership within the Society.

Finally, our regular columns are concerned with the
relationship between academic journals and the fields they serve.
On the one hand we have an exceptionally extensive information
architecture (IA) column in which Andres Resmini, Kakriina
Bystrom and Dorte Madsen, who have been involved in the
development of the Journal of Information Architecture, discuss
their approach to the problem of defining IA. On the other Don
Case, in his President’s Page, discusses the desirability of
increasing the overlap between the ASIS&T membership that
publishes academic research and the body of authors publishing
in our journal.
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The Society and Its Journal

have been a member of the JASIST Editorial Board for more
than 16 years — long enough to witness many changes in our
Society’s major scholarly publication. The Journal has grown
in size while maintaining its high ranking among comparable
journals. The publication backlog has decreased and time-to-
publication reduced.

Yet, like most things, the Journal could be improved. One
thing editorial board members have noticed is that our competition
is getting better. Their impact factors have been rising. In some
years, for some journals, the impact factor is superior to that of
JASIST.

Perhaps the quality of these other journals is why some
ASIS&T members submit their manuscripts to them rather than
JASIST. Or perhaps it is personal connections to other editorial
boards and their members that account for this decision. Whatever
the reason, it is unfortunate that more of our members do not
make JASIST their first choice.

Who belongs to ASIS&T is, of course, a related factor. A
few years back, and with the help of the JASIST publisher, I did
a longitudinal analysis of JASIST authorship from 1990 to 2000,
finding that almost two-thirds of the authors were not members
of ASIS&T and that there were roughly as many authors from
computer science departments as from LIS departments (about
20% came from each discipline). I followed up that analysis with
a survey of 131 of those non-member authors. What they told me

would not surprise you: Other organizations competed for their
attention, time and money, and they chose to join ACM, IEEE, the
American Library Association or some other association, rather
than ASIS&T. A few of the European and Asian authors cited the
North American emphasis of ASIS&T as a reason for not joining.
While they lavished praise upon the Society’s Journal, they were
not as convinced about the value of ASIS&T membership.

So it is that we have many non-members publishing in
JASIST and a number of members who prefer to send their work
elsewhere. The latter circumstance is a shame as it undermines
the virtuous circle operating between the Society and its journal:
The more that prominent members of the Society publish in
JASIST, the stronger the Journal becomes. And the stronger that
JASIST becomes, the more visible and financially secure the
Society becomes.

My hope for ASIS&T is that we recruit more members. And
my wish for the Journal is that more of our members will
publish there. We need to keep our Society’s primary publication
strong. The best way we can do that is to make it the first choice
for our own work and that of our students and colleagues.

I believe that under the stewardship of our new editor, Blaise
Cronin, JASIST will improve. I predict that both the rejection
rate and the impact factor will rise, making the Journal more
prominent than ever. Can we make our Society equally attractive
to non-members?
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oin us throughout this issue of the Bulletin of the American Society for Information Science and Technology for a

look at some of the work and fun that members and guests enjoyed at the 2008 ASIS&T Annual Meeting in Columbus,

Ohio. In addition to a photo montage from the meeting, look for full coverage of the presentation of the ASIS&T
Annual Awards as well as reports from the plenary sessions and other substantive activities at the meeting.
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INsideASIS&T

m the subtleness of its theoretical review;

m the superb writing in all its constituent
parts — theoretical framework,
method, results and conclusions;

m the clarity of thought and wisdom in
choosing illustrative quotations;

m the ways in which it shows how the
project being reported advanced and
amplified earlier work;

m the use of well-chosen interviews;
and

m the insightful application of theory to
actual events.

JAMES M. CRETSOS LEADERSHIP AWARD

The James M. Cretsos Leadership
Award is presented each year to new
ASIS&T members who have
demonstrated outstanding leadership
qualities in ASIS&T activities. The
2008 Cretsos Leadership Award goes to
Elise Lewis, University of North Texas,
and Phillip M. Edwards, University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Elise Lewis has been a member of
ASIS&T since 2001. Early in her
membership, she was instrumental in
the formation of the North Texas Student
Chapter, contributing her excellent
planning and communication skills.
Elise has served on the Membership
Committee for the past several years,
enlivening the New Member Brunch at
the Annual Meeting and chairing the
Watson Davis Award jury. She has also
presented on her research at a number

of Annual Meetings. Elise brings
creativity, intelligence and humor to all
of her ASIS&T endeavors and has
shown a natural sense of leadership in
her work for the Society.

Phil Edwards has contributed in a
number of areas since joining ASIS&T
in 2002. He was active in both the
University of Washington and the
University of Michigan student chapters,
was a member of the 2006 DASER/
Trisociety Symposium program
committee and has served in a number
of roles within SIG/STI. He also served
as a reviewer for both the 2007 and
2008 Annual Meetings and currently is a
member of the Constitution and Bylaws
Committee. Phil has presented at a
number of ASIS&T Annual Meetings and
has been published in both the Bulletin

Kris Liberman,

chair of the Cretsos
Leadership Award
jury, is flanked by
winners Phillip
Edwards, on the left,
and Elise Lewis,

on the right.

and in JASIST, and he was selected to
serve as the student representative to the
Bulletin Advisory Board. Phil has
shown substantial interest in leadership
development within ASIS&T and serves
as a wonderful example of a leader
within our Society.

For these reasons and more, Elise
Lewis and Phillip M. Edwards are
awarded the 2008 James M. Cretsos
Leadership Award.

PRATT-SEVERN BEST STUDENT RESEARCH
PAPER AWARD

Evaluated by the same rigorous
standards as papers submitted for the
Journal of the American Society for
Information Science and Technology,
the best student research paper is judged
on technical competence, significance

©
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Genevieve Bell Addresses the Future of the

Internet as a Cultural Institution
by Steve Hardin

Annual Meeting Coverage

T he opening plenary session
at this year’s ASIS&T
Annual Meeting featured
Genevieve Bell with a speech that
tied directly into the “People
Transforming Information —
Information Transforming People”
theme. Bell, an ethnographer who
works for Intel Corporation, was
followed by reaction from two

more speakers and the audience.

Bell began by noting the Internet is more than just the technology
underpinning it. Democracy, transparency and the accessibility of all
information are cultural values. URLSs, except for those in the United States,
contain a reference to their country. This arrangement shows the perception of
where the center and the periphery are — views that aren’t necessarily shared
globally. Bell says that we are standing at a very interesting and important
point in time. What it means to talk about the Internet is about to pivot.

At the first pivot point, the Internet moves off PCs and onto other
devices such as phones, TVs, GPSs and gaming consoles. As it does, the
types of experiences it affords are transformed. You can’t really think of
immersive experiences on a cell phone screen. People will look for specific
information rather than just surfing.

Steve Hardin is associate librarian in the Cunningham Memorial Library at Indiana State
University, Terre Haute, IN 47809. He can be reached by email at shardin<at>indstate.edu
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HARDIN, continued

Annual Meeting Coverage

such as “should I get married on Friday or Tuesday?”” don’t have answers on
the Internet. Rheingold noted the three speakers were located up on the
platform, with most of the audience looking silently up at them. There are
some assumptions inherent in that.

Gary Marchionini of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
(and ASIS&T president-elect) said he is interested in the speakers’ thoughts
about identity. Rheingold says the degree to which we cannot control what’s
said about us on the Internet is a problem. Bell says we’ve never had a
single identity anyway — who you are at the office is different from who you

are with your spouse, children, friends, etc. And Keen notes we’ll have to
learn how to manage all this.
Then the session ended, but it’s safe to say the discussion continues!

Genevieve Bell is an ethnographic researcher in Intel’s Digital Home Group.

Howard Rheingold is an author, editor and lecturer at the University of California Berkeley
and Stanford University. His website is http://www.rheingold.com/

Andrew Keen is a Silicon Valley entrepreneur and host of After TV. He blogs at
http://andrewkeen.typepad.com/

~New ASIST Titles from Information Today, Inc.

* Call for our current catalog or visit www.infotoday. com

Information and Emotion:
The Emergent Affective
Paradigm in Information
Behavior Research

and Theory

Edited by Diane Nahl and Dania Bilal
ASIST member price $47.60

ARIST 41
Edited by Blaise Cronin
ASIST member price $99.95

MNote: Prices do not include shipping and handling.

Covert and Overt: Recollecting and
Connecting Intelligence Service and

Information Science
Edited by Robert V. Williams

and Ben-Ami Lipetz
ASIST member price $39.60

Theories of Information Behavior
Edited by Karen E. Fisher,

Sanda Erdelez, and

Lynne (E. F.) McKechnie

ASIST member price $39.60

143 Old Marlton Pike = Medford, NJ 08055 = Phone: (800) 300-9868 or (609) 654-6266 = Fax: (609) 654-4309

E-mail: custserv@infotoday.com * Order online: www.infotoday.com
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A Column

RESMINI, BYSTROM and MADSENI, continued

century didn’t think of themselves as living in the Middle
Ages, and Facebook is not really the new AOL.

Is it all that there is? Of course not. But again facts have a
certain relevance. Even if someone’s ideas about information
architecture are mind-boggling, if they do not discuss them
in public, embody them in some communicable artifact and
get them to be influential, they are moot. This reality is the
main reason behind the upcoming peer-reviewed scientific
Journal of Information Architecture, due in Spring 2009.
For the discipline to mature, the community needs a corpus,
a defining body of knowledge, not a definition.

No doubt this approach may be seen as fuzzy, uncertain
and highly controversial in places. Political, even biased.

But again, some overlapping and uncertainty and controversy
will always be there: Is the Eiffel Tower architecture or
engineering? The answer is that it depends on whom you
ask, and why you ask. And did the people who built it
consider themselves doing architecture, engineering or
what? The elephant is a mighty complex animal, as the blind
men in the old Indian story can tell you, and when we look
closer, things usually get complex.

The IA community does not need to agree on a “definition”
because there is more to do. An analytical approach must be
taken on the way the community sees itself, with some critical
thinking and some historical perspective. The community needs
to grow roots. We hope the Journal will help along the way.

About REG-IA

The REG-IA (Research and Education Group in Information Architecture) is
an international volunteer initiative of the Information Architecture Institute
(www.iainstitute.org). Started in January 2008, it currently comprises
academics from Denmark, Sweden, Italy, Poland and Norway.

The basic premise behind the group is that although IA is a well-
established profession and a thriving community of practice, it is not yet a
fully recognized academic discipline and it is not, with a few notable
exceptions, an acknowledged course of study in most of the EU. That
situation means very little communication among institutions, no common
perspective(s), no shared understanding(s) and a constant need to
reinvent the wheel.

Even though this scenario seems to be slowly changing, we think a
little help and perspective is needed to avoid loss of momentum and
fragmentation, and the group believes this help and perspective are the
responsibility of the people currently researching, teaching and practicing
IA. As such, the group’s main purpose is to provide the basis to establish
IA as a full-fledged academic discipline and bridge the two camps of
professional practice and academia for the common good, as we believe
they are both equally needed for the field to grow and mature.
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